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Much Madness is divinest Sense — / To a discerning Eye — / Much Sense — the starkest
Madness — / 'Tis the Majority / In this, as All, prevail —/ Assent — and you are sane — /
Demur — you're straightway dangerous — / And handled with a Chain —
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2) My mistress” eyes are nothing like the sun; / Coral is far more red than her lips red; / If
snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; / If hairs be wires, black wires grow on
her head. / | have seen roses damasked, red and white, / But no such roses see | in her
cheeks; / And in some perfumes is there more delight / Than in the breath that from my
mistress reeks. / | love to hear her speak, yet well | know / That music hath a far more
pleasing sound; / | grant | never saw a goddess go: / My mistress, when she walks, treads
on the ground. / And yet, by heaven, | think my love as rare / As any she belied with false
compare.,
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4) The houses are haunted / By white night-gowns. / None are green, / Or purple with green
rings, / Or green with yellow rings, / Or yellow with blue rings. / None of them are strange,
/ With socks of lace / And beaded ceintures. / People are not going / To dream of baboons
and periwinkles. // Only, here and there, an old sailor, / Drunk and asleep in his boots, /
Catches tigers / In red weather.
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5) Glory be to God for dappled things— / For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow; / For
rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim; / Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches'
wings; / Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, fallow, and plough; / And all trades, their
gear and tackle and trim. // All things counter, original, spare, strange; / Whatever is fickle,
freckled (who knows how?) / With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; / He fathers-
forth whose beauty is past change: / Praise him.
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